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I love history and love researching the littleknown stories of the past. I'm always
excited to learn something new. I also love
to share what I've learned.
What occurred on April 9, April 12, April 15
and 15 are easy finds. But what happened
on April 10, 11 or 13? Well I wanted to
know too and here in this issue I'll share
the fascinating things I learned.
Thank you for your support in remembering
Michigan in the Civil War.
Bruce B. Butgereit,
Executive Director
History Remembered, Inc.
Grand Rapids, MI

April 10 CELEBRATIONS IN WASHINGTON
"FELLOW CITIZENS: I am very greatly rejoiced to find that an occasion has occurred so
pleasurable that the people cannot restrain themselves. [Cheers.] I suppose that
arrangements are being made for some sort of a formal demonstration, this, or perhaps,
to-morrow night. [Cries of `We can't wait,' `We want it now,' &c.] If there should be such a
demonstration, I, of course, will be called upon to respond, and I shall have nothing to say
if you dribble it all out of me before. [Laughter and applause.] I see you have a band of
music with you. [Voices, `We have two or three.'] I propose closing up this interview by the
band performing a particular tune which I will name. Before this is done, however, I wish to
mention one or two little circumstances connected with it. I have always thought `Dixie'
one of the best tunes I have ever heard. Our adversaries over the way attempted to
appropriate it, but I insisted yesterday that we fairly captured it. [Applause.] I presented the
question to the Attorney General, and he gave it as his legal opinion that it is our lawful
prize. [Laughter and applause.] I now request the band to favor me with its performance."
Annotation
[1] Washington Daily National Intelligencer, April 11, 1865. Brackets are in the source.
Lincoln's remarks were reported substantially the same in other papers (Washington Daily
Morning Chronicle, New York Herald, etc.), but with considerable minor verbal variation.

The Intelligencer's account of the occasion is as follows:
"The procession proceeded along Pennsylvania avenue gaining accessions at every step,
despite the mud and rain, and when it turned up Fifteenth street it is estimated that there
were over three thousand persons in the crowd. The procession proper---that is, those
who had come from the Navy Yard---and a portion of the crowd proceeded to the
residence of Secretary Welles, while the other portion kept along Pennsylvania avenue to
the White House and the War Department. At the latter place the band of the
Quartermaster's regiment, Capt. Tompkins, under the leadership of Prof. Blish, and the
band of the Fourteenth regiment V.R.C., were stationed, and their excellent music
attracted an immense concourse of people, who called again loudly for Secretary Stanton,
but failing to get him out, the crowd, preceded by the Quartermaster's band, moved toward
the White House, and in a few moments an immense number of people were assembled,
and completely filled the portico, the carriageway, and pavements on either side, while
many were forced to content themselves with a stand-up place in the mud. The bands
played, the howitzers belched forth their thunder, and the people cheered. Call after call
was made for the President, and his failure to appear only made the people cry out the
louder. Master Tad Lincoln, who was at the window, appeared to hugely enjoy the
shouting, cheering, and swaying to and fro of the crowd, who evinced a determination not
to depart until the Chief Magistrate acknowledged their greeting by his presence. At
length, after persistent effort, the presence of Mr. Lincoln was secured. Three loud and
hearty cheers were given, after which the President said: [as above]
In accordance with the request, the band struck up `Dixie,' and at its conclusion played
`Yankee Doodle,' the President remaining at the window mean-while.
The President then said: `Now give three good hearty cheers for General Grant and all
under his command.' These were given with a will, after which Mr. Lincoln requested
`three more cheers for our gallant Navy,' which request was also readily granted.
The President then disappeared from the window, amid the cheers of those below. The
crowd then moved back to the War Department, and loud calls were again made for
Secretary Stanton.”
-Collected Works of Abraham Lincoln. Volume 8.
University of Michigan
ROBERT E. LEE
At Appomattox, General Robert E. Lee addresses his army for the last time.

Hd Quarters Army of Nor: Va.
10, April. 1865.
GENERAL ORDER
No. 9
After four years of arduous service marked by unsurpassed courage and fortitude, the
Army of Northern Virginia has been compelled to yield to overwhelming numbers and

resources.
I need not tell the brave survivors of so many hard fought battles, who have remained
steadfast to the last,that I have consented to this result from no distrust of them.
But feeling that valor and devotion could accomplish nothing that would compensate for
the loss that must have attended the continuance of the contest, I determined to avoid the
useless sacrifice of those whose past services have endeared them to their countrymen.
By the terms of the agreement officers and men can return to their homes and remain until
exchanged. You will take with you the satisfaction that proceeds from the consciousness
of duty faithfully performed, and I earnestly pray that a merciful God will extend to you His
blessing and protection.
With an increasing admiration of your constancy and devotion to your country, and a
grateful remembrance of your kind and generous considerations for myself, I bid you all an
affectionate farewell.
R.E. LEE
Genl.
- National Park Service

THE BAPTIST CHURCH IN RICHMOND
For many years, Richmond’s First African Baptist Church has been under the supervision
of the (white) First Baptist Church, with the white church’s pastor, Robert Ryland, a
proslavery Baptist (albeit kinder than many towards blacks), also pastoring the black
congregation. Virginia law, after all, mandated that black churches must be supervised by
whites.
With Richmond now fallen and freedom extended to blacks, Ryland insists that black
Baptists must remain with their masters and not join the ranks of Union soldiers. Black
Union soldiers, of whom there are many in the city, want Ryland arrested for his remarks.
For the moment however, church members, now freedmen (despite Ryland’s plea for
them to stay with their masters), in an exercise of ironic autonomy, defend their pastor.
The stage, however, has been set. The First African Baptist Church is on the road to
congregational autonomy, a development that Ryland cannot stop. Resigning as pastor of
the black congregation within weeks of Richmond’s fall, Ryland in the summer months
helps the church install its first black pastor (James R. Holmes) and offers his services to
help train black Baptist ministers in the city.
Post-war white Baptists thus retain outward paternalistic superiority, while freedmen, well
aware of their yet disadvantaged state, accept white help as a practical necessity in the
early stages of a long journey toward self-reliance. Richmond’s predominant white and
black Baptist congregations thus navigate, in mutually beneficial ways in the weeks,
months and years following the end of the war, the new realities of freedom for all.
- Baptists in America: A History
Thomas S. Kidd

For many years, this image of Lincoln was known as the "last
photograph of Lincoln from life." The photographer was
Alexander Gardner and the photo supposedly taken on April
10, 1865.
Recent research has uncovered this photo was taken on
Sunday, February 5, 1865. To see what has been identified as
the true last photo, CLICK HERE.

APRIL 11 LINCOLN'S LAST SPEECH
Two days after Lee’s surrender, celebrations continue in the nation’s capital.
The crowd of people gathered on the grounds of the capitol are cheerful and loud,
rejoicing in the end of the great conflict that has left perhaps 700,000 dead.
Not that the war has officially ended quite yet. Although Lee‘s Army of Northern Virginia
has surrendered, there are still lesser Confederate armies in the field. But they, too, will
surrender soon enough, Northerners feel certain.
Inside the capitol, a quiet and reflective Abraham Lincoln ponders that which lies ahead
for the freedmen of the South, peering down a road certain to be marked with many
struggles. Many white Southerners will resist black equality, the President is all too aware.
And yet, freedmen must be welcomed into full citizenship. Louisiana, even now, offers
hope of a good future for former slaves.
Addressing the crowd in the evening, Lincoln begins by offering thanks to God and the
Union’s generals, officers, soldiers and sailors:
"We meet this evening, not in sorrow, but in gladness of heart. The evacuation of
Petersburg and Richmond, and the surrender of the principal insurgent army, give hope of
a righteous and speedy peace whose joyous expression can not be restrained. In the
midst of this, however, He from whom all blessings flow, must not be forgotten. A call for a
national thanksgiving is being prepared, and will be duly promulgated. Nor must those
whose harder part gives us the cause of rejoicing, be overlooked. Their honors must not
be parcelled out with others. I myself was near the front, and had the high pleasure of
transmitting much of the good news to you; but no part of the honor, for plan or execution,
is mine. To Gen. Grant, his skilful officers, and brave men, all belongs. The gallant Navy
stood ready, but was not in reach to take active part."

Much of the rest of the lengthy speech is focused on Reconstruction efforts in Louisiana, a
state prior to the war that was home to some of the largest plantations in the nation, many
profiting from the stolen labor of hundreds and even thousands of slaves. The President is
hopeful that the Reconstruction government in Louisiana, although yet in the early stages,
will point the way for other states and will garner the firm support of Northern states.
"…. Some twelve thousand voters in the heretofore slave-state of Louisiana have sworn
allegiance to the Union, assumed to be the rightful political power of the State, held
elections, organized a State government, adopted a free-state constitution, giving the
benefit of public schools equally to black and white, and empowering the Legislature to
confer the elective franchise upon the colored man. Their Legislature has already voted to
ratify the constitutional amendment recently passed by Congress, abolishing slavery
throughout the nation. These twelve thousand persons are thus fully committed to the
Union, and to perpetual freedom in the state–committed to the very things, and nearly all
the things the nation wants–and they ask the nations recognition and it’s assistance to
make good their committal…."
This is the first time Lincoln has publicly talked about giving blacks the right to vote, and at
least some are troubled by the President’s words. One, John Wilkes Booth, a Confederate
and (like many white Southerners) a white supremacist, vows “That is the last speech he
will make.”
Little does the world know that Booth will, only three days hence, take the life of the
President.
Far away from Washington, the war has scattered the professors of the Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary of Greenville, South Carolina. For several years now the seminary
has been shuttered, with most of the faculty preaching in country churches and struggling
to get by, as is the case with so many white Southerners.
Nonetheless, the faculty make it a point to keep in touch by letter. Writing to Basil Manly
today, John A. Broadus does not want to believe that the South has essentially lost the
war.
Lee has been defeated, but the cause of the white South is not dead. Although not of a
violent nature as is Booth, Broadus remains committed to white supremacy in the South.
"I take it there will now be war in this country fully as long as you or I will live. All thought of
doing this or that “after the war,” must, I fear, be abandoned. I still have strong hope that
our children may live to see independence, and maybe our grandchildren, happiness. But
“man’s extremity is God’s opportunity.” As wonderful things have happened in history as
that our cause should now begin to rise and prosper."
- Life and Letters of John A. Broadus by Archibald Thomas Robertson
- Abraham Lincoln Online (abrahamlincolnonline.org)

APRIL 12 THE SURRENDER CEREMONY
The official surrender ceremony took place at Appomattox,
Virginia.
Even in this relatively modest and reasonable form, Lee's
claim in the first sentence of General Orders No. 9 discounts
the quality of Union generalship in the Eastern Theater from May 1864 to April 1865, as
well as the efficacy of Union grand strategy during that period. It also passes over his
increasing private doubts about the "unsurpassed courage and fortitude" of Confederate
soldiers, thousands of whom deserted during the Appomattox Campaign. As the Lost
Cause view of the war developed, it grew into a much larger, sweeping belief that the
greater numbers and material strength of all Union forces made inevitable from the
beginning the defeat of all Confederate forces, Confederate forces that nevertheless
fought nobly and heroically in the face of this inevitable outcome. In his Personal Memoirs
(Chapter 68) Grant sharply challenged this view, and many subsequent historians have
done likewise. But the Lost Cause view played, and continues to play, a significant role in
some versions of reconciliation, which focus on magnanimous victors welcoming the
gallant vanquished back into the restored nation without mentioning the role played by
slavery in the coming of the war and its subsequent prosecution.
Two noteworthy figures who helped enlarge the surrender at Appomattox into an image of
national reconciliation were Confederate general John B. Gordon and Union general
Joshua Lawrence Chamberlain. Skeptics have argued that each man exaggerated or
romanticized the role he played in the formal surrender ceremony, which took place on
Wednesday, April 12, in the absence of both Grant, who left Appomattox on April 10 to
see Lincoln in Washington, D.C., and Lee, who departed on April 11 to return to his family
in Richmond. It is not clear, for example, what authority Chamberlain actually possessed,
since he was not the highest-ranking Union officer remaining at Appomattox Court House.
But whatever the truth of Gordon's and Chamberlain's respective accounts of the
surrender ceremony—Chamberlain produced several during the remainder of his life—
they agreed largely with each other, and those accounts shaped, and still do shape, many
people's vision of the surrender.
At 5 a.m. on April 12, almost four years to the minute after the first signal shot was fired at
Fort Sumter, Chamberlain began assembling elements of the Union Fifth Corps along the
road to Lynchburg, the main street of Appomattox Court House, near the courthouse
building. Not long afterward the surrendering Confederates marched into the village from
Chamberlain's right, led by Gordon's Second Corps. When Gordon and his soldiers came
abreast of Chamberlain and his soldiers, the simple truth is no one knows for certain what
happened. What does seem certain is that on some command, the Union soldiers made
some change in how they were standing, and that change in turn changed the tone of the
surrender ceremony. As Chamberlain later represented the moment, he ordered "shoulder
arms," intending a salute to the surrendering Confederates. Not to be outdone in gallantry,
Gordon ordered his men to attention also, "honor answering honor," in Chamberlain's

phrase.
The power of this moment, however embellished by subsequent narration, has captured
many an imagination, its sublimity appealing to what Lincoln called the better angels of our
nature. A subject of popular Civil War art, for example, it has also appeared in recent
books on business leadership, the importance of forgiveness in personal relationships,
and spirituality for ministers. For many it closes the unsettling, complicated history of the
war on an inspiring and reassuring note, and in certain areas of popular imagination it may
prove far more difficult to dislodge or qualify than the story that Grant and Lee signed the
surrender papers under an apple tree, a legend that arose after Lee spent time waiting for
Grant on April 9 in an apple orchard.
But recent scholarship shows that the surrender at Appomattox did not inspire all citizens
toward reconciliation. Some members of Confederate associations, such as the United
Daughters of the Confederacy, argued vehemently in the twentieth century against the
erecting of a peace monument at Appomattox. Some have suggested that the leniency of
Grant's terms anticipated, and in some ways encouraged, a more general northern
leniency toward southern racism during and after Reconstruction (1865–1877), and with
respect to the history of African Americans in the United States, the surrender at
Appomattox began new conflicts even as it ended others. What the surrender did do was
bring to a relatively swift close regular military operations that could have continued for an
extended period of time throughout much of the Confederacy, if Confederates in a position
to continue fighting had rejected the pacifying tenor of the agreement reached in Wilmer
McLean's parlor.
- Encyclopedia Virginia (encyclopediavirginia.org)

GORDON'S DESCRIPTION
"Marked consideration and courtesy were exhibited at Appomattox by the victorious
Federals, from the commanding generals to the privates in the ranks. General Meade,
who had known General Lee in the old army, paid, after the surrender, an unofficial visit to
the Confederate chieftain. After cordial salutations, General Lee said playfully to his
former comrade in arms that years were telling upon him. General Meade, who had fought
Lee at Gettysburg and in many subsequent battles, made the strikingly gracious and
magnanimous answer: “Not years, but General Lee himself has made me gray.”
"Some of the scenes on the field, immediately after the cessation of hostilities and prior to
the formal surrender, illustrate the same magnanimous spirit, and were peculiarly
impressive and thrilling. As my command, in worn-out shoes and ragged uniforms, but
with proud mien, moved to the designated point to stack their arms and surrender their
cherished battle-flags, they challenged the admiration of the brave victors. One of the
knightliest soldiers of the Federal army, General Joshua L. Chamberlain of Maine, who
afterward served with distinction as governor of his State, called his troops into line, and
as my men marched in front of them, the veterans in blue gave a soldierly salute to those
vanquished heroes–a token of respect from Americans to Americans, a final and fitting
tribute from Northern to Southern chivalry."

CHAMBERLAIN'S DESCRIPTION
"At the sound of that machine-like snap of arms, General Gordon started, caught in a
moment its significance, and instantly assumed the finest attitude of a soldier. He wheeled
his horse, facing me, touching him gently with the spur, so that the animal slightly reared,
and, as he wheeled, horse and rider made one motion, the horse’s head swung down with
a graceful bow, and General Gordon dropped his sword-point to his toe in salutation.
"By word of mouth the general sent back orders to the rear that his own troops take the
same position of the manual in the march past as did our line. That was done, and a truly
imposing sight was the mutual salutation and farewell.
"Bayonets were affixed to muskets, arms stacked, and cartridge-boxes unslung and hung
upon the stacks. Then, slowly and with a reluctance that was appealingly pathetic, the torn
and tattered battle-flags were either leaned against the stacks or laid upon the ground.
The emotion of the conquered soldiery was really sad to witness. Some of the men who
had carried and followed those ragged standards through the four long years of strife
rushed, regardless of all discipline, from the ranks, bent about their old flags, and pressed
them to their lips.
"And it can well be imagined, too, that there was no lack of emotion on our side, but the
Union men were held steady in their lines, without the least show of demonstration by
word or by motion. There was, though, a twitching of the muscles of their faces, and, be it
said, their battle-bronzed cheeks were not altogether dry. Our men felt the import of the
occasion, and realized fully how they would have been affected if defeat and surrender
had been their lot after such a fearful struggle."

THE OTHER CONFEDERATE ARMIES SURRENDER
April 26, 1865 - Confederate general Joseph E. Johnston surrenders his army to William
T. Sherman, receiving the same terms afforded Robert E. Lee at Appomattox.
May 4, 1865 - Confederate forces in the Department of Alabama, Mississippi, and East
Louisiana surrender.
June 2, 1865 - Confederate forces in the Department of the Trans-Mississippi surrender.
June 23, 1865 - The Cherokee, Creek, Seminole, and Osage Battalion, commanded by
Confederate general Stand Watie, are among the last Confederate forces to surrender.

SALISBURY (NORTH CAROLINA) PRISON
On April 12, 1865, Union troops occupied Salisbury, a prison intended to hold 2,500 men
held over 10,000 in November 1864.
This week, a special 150th anniversary commemoration of Stoneman's Raid was held in

Salisbury.
Michigan's Real Son, Mr. Harold Becker and his father, Charles Conrad Becker
were recognized in this commemoration with the posters below. Harold's father Charles,
had helped reinter the Union dead at the prison.
For more on the prison check out this link:

Salisbury Confederate Prison Association

APRIL 13 THE CELEBRATION
CONTINUES
Four days after Lee‘s surrender to Grant, the
city of Washington is still celebrating, black
and white alike. Today has been designated
as a city holiday for workers, replete with
parades and marching bands.
The celebration continues into the evening,
the city ablaze with bonfires and calcium
lights, a current version of street lighting.
Fireworks illuminate the night sky.

The City's Patent Office alone
burned 6,000 candles in its
windows and the humblest
shanty window flickered with a
single flame. Gas jets illuminated
City Hall and other buildings, and
the citizens strolled aimlessly
through bedazzling streets,
wtching fireworks explode
overhead. On the roof of the
Willard Hotel workers installed
gas jets to spell out the word
"Union." Bon fires would be lit all over the city.
Government buildings had competitions to see which one could be
the most brilliantly lighted and decorated.
The Lincolns take a carriage ride to see the lights. And somewhere among the revelers is
a sullen John Wilkes Booth, Confederate sympathizer and pro-slavery advocate. Booth’s
plans to assassinate Lincoln have thus far fallen through, but he remains determined to
snuff out the life of the president.

On April 14, 1865, ceremonies were conducted
at Fort Sumter.
For the official communication regarding this
event, please CLICK HERE.

APRIL 14 FORT SUMTER
Today is Good Friday. On the site of where the war between the states erupted, the
former United States flag, the very one that had been removed by the Confederacy on
April 12, 1861, is again raised over Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor in a special
ceremony attended by many dignitaries.
General Abner Doubleday is present at the ceremony. Doubleday fired the first shot in
defense of Sumter on April 12, 1861. Also present is Robert Smalls of South Carolina, the
former slave who made a daring escape during the war and became a national hero in the
North. Smalls, a Baptist deacon, becomes a prominent politician during the post-war
Reconstruction era.
Baptist minister Charles H. Corey, pastoring the Wentworth Baptist Church (former church
of Southern Baptist divine Basil Manly) and employed by the United States Christian
Commission, had marched into Charleston with the Massachusetts 54th Colored
Regiment when the city fell on February 18. From his office next to the Charleston Hotel,

Corey preaches to and works among the colored soldiers and freed persons. The Baptist
minister describes today’s flag-raising ceremony:
"[Today] was a great day here. Hundreds of visitors were on from the North. The city was
alive with excitement. At 10 A. M. the steamers were in readiness to take us to Fort
Sumter. Seats and decorations- had been prepared, and hundreds of army and navy
officers with invited guests were anxiously awaiting the appearance of the orator, Rev.
Henry Ward Beecher. At last he came. Prayer was offered accompanied by the Amens of
thousands. Mr. Beecher delivered an impassioned and eloquent oration. The “old flag,”
which was lowered four years ago, was then taken from its hiding place and attached to
the rope. Major General Anderson delivered a brief and impressive address. The tears
were rolling down the old hero’s cheeks. He then proceeded to raise the flag to its place.
Such a scene I never expect to witness again. Every heart was moved. I think that there
was scarcely a person who did not weep. Then the air was rent with cheers, and the
cannon boomed. Every fort that fired on Fort Sumter four years ago saluted the flag, as
did all the vessels in the harbor.
I stood on the parapet and witnessed the whole, with emotions not to be described. What
increased the depth of the feeling manifested by all was the reception that morning of the
news that Lee and his army had surrendered. The next day there was a large meeting
which called out thousands of whites and blacks. George Thompson, of England; Judge
Kelly, of Pennsylvania; Theodore Tilton, and William Lloyd Garrison, the great Abolitionist,
were among the speakers. Such a meeting I have never seen and can never see again,
for the circumstances can never occur again. All who spoke gave all the glory to God.
After the meeting, the colored children singing “John Brown’s Body Lies a Mouldering,”
with waving of handkerchiefs escorted the speakers to the Charleston Hotel. Henry Ward
Beecher preached on Sunday to three or four thousand people. Only think, Garrison,
Beecher, Thompson, and Tilton speaking here in this city. What changes four years have
wrought."
Celebrations throughout the North and among black citizens of the South accompany the
flag-raising ceremony.
And then …
THE PRESIDENT IS SHOT!
Just after 10:00 p.m. a single shot is fired in Ford’s Theater in Washington, D.C., on the
site of a former Baptist church. A familiar figure crumples over. U.S. president Abraham
Lincoln has been shot in the head.
The shooter, John Wilkes Booth, a Confederate sympathizer and avowed white
supremacist, leaps to the stage and shouts “Sic semper tyrannis! [Thus always to
tyrants]–the South is avenged!,” before fleeing into the night.
Following a period of chaos and confusion, the dying Lincoln is taken to a house across
the street from Ford’s Theater, the home of William and Anna Petersen. A manhunt to

track down Booth gets underway.
The surgeon general is summoned. He determines that the president cannot be saved.
Vice President Andrew Johnson rushes to the president’s side, standing vigil along with
several cabinet members and friends of the president’s. Mary Todd Lincoln and the
couple’s oldest son Robert wait in an adjoining room, overcome with anguish and grief.
As life slowly drains out of the president who overcame great odds to hold the Union
together and extend freedom to black slaves, disbelief, horror and shock sweep over an
awakened capital in the early morning darkness.
And anger.
A rippling, swelling, visceral anger.
Anger unlike any other in the history of the nation’s capital, anger that cannot be
contained.
There will be hell to pay.
- civilwarbaptists.com
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