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On May 4, 1865, the 16th President of the
United States Abraham Lincoln was laid to
rest in Springfield, Illinois.
This is a lengthy circular with plenty of
photos and additional links. As I've shared
many times--I love history and I love
historical research--and I love sharing what
I find.
This issue was an emotional one to work
on. I found myself a bit overwhelmed in the
grandness of it all. President Abraham
Lincoln meant so much to so many that
hundreds of thousands attended viewings

of his remains. An even greater number
lined the tracks along the funeral train route
just to be part of this mourning process.
I was too young to understand the
emotions the nation experienced when
President Kennedy was assassinated but
have read and seen enough to know such
tragedies touch nearly everyone. It also
made me ask myself if we have any men
and women--political or spiritual leaders-who would be worthy of such an outpouring
of emotion. In my opinion, the answer is
"no."
For those of you who are friends with me
on Facebook, please pardon the repeat of
some of this information.
The man to to the left, Wesley Wilshire
Norris, is one of my ancestors who served
in the Civil War. He was "introduced" to
me by my grandfather when I was a
youngster in the third grade. I didn't really
know who he was until I was an adult.
Wesley entered the service as a Captain
and served in the 43rd Indiana Infantry
from Terre Haute and left the service as a
Lt. Colonel. It is through Wesley that I am
a member of the Military Order of the Loyal
Legion of the United States (MOLLUS) and
the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War
(SUVCW).
About a week ago, a question crossed my
mind--had Wesley been able to view the
body of President Lincoln while he was
lying in state at the State Capitol in
Indianapolis on April 30, 1865? My
question was based upon the fact that from
the end of 1864-1865, the 43rd Indiana had

been stationed on guard duty at Camp
Morton, a prison for Confederates in
Indianapolis.
This past Sunday, while putting together
the last circular, I found my answer in a
Google book I had never heard of:
Lincoln Memorial: The Journeys of
Abraham Lincoln: from Springfield to
Washington, 1861, as President Elect; and
from Washington to Springfield, 1865, as
President Martyred; Comprising an
Account of Public Ceremonies on the
Entire Route, and Full Details of Both
Journeys written by William Turner
Coggeshall in 1865.
On page 263 of this book it states the
names of the officers who watched over
Lincoln’s body in Indianapolis.
“Fifth Watch, from 3 P.M. to 5 P.M.—
Brigadier General T.G. Pitcher, A.P.M.
General; Major Marshall Grover,
Paymaster; Major W. H. Norris, 43rd
Regiment Infantry, Indiana Volunteers;
Captain Fergus Walker, A.A.I.G.; Captain
James Whittemore, Ordnance Officer,
U.S.A.; Captain J.P. Pope, A.C.S.
There was no other W. Norris in the 43rd
and so this is my man in spite of the
incorrect middle initial in the book. Wesley
was still a Major at this time.
One hundred and fifty years ago this week,
the body of President Lincoln was being
transported by special train to his home in
Springfield, Illinois.
This issue includes photos of the various

locations along the way. The United States
had never mourned in such a fashion they
it did for the 16th President. The public
turnout is evidenced in the photos and the
additional accounts of what transpired
along the train route.
Thank you for your support in remembering
Michigan in the Civil War.
Bruce B. Butgereit,
Executive Director
History Remembered, Inc.
Grand Rapids, MI

No one is certain who built the original silver-bedecked coffin that carried the body of
Abraham Lincoln by train on a 1,654-mile train route from Washington to Springfield in
1865.

Here is a link to a description of the Lincoln casket and how the
Indiana-based Batesville Casket Company has honored the
death of the 16th President.

ABOVE (Library of Congress) WHITE HOUSE: On Tuesday
morning, April 18, 1865, soldiers opened White House gates to
receive an immense crowd stretching for blocks in downtown
Washington. From 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. the shocked and grieving
public filed past President Lincoln's open coffin in the first official
mourning event after his assassination. Newspaper reporters estimated the number of
visitors at 20,000 to 30,000 or more. So many had to be turned away that officials
scheduled another public viewing at the Capitol two days later.

For more on Lincoln's body at the White House, CLICK HERE.
And for more, CLICK HERE.

ABOVE (LOC) WASHINGTON: On the 19th, a funeral service was
held and then the coffin, attended by large crowds, was transported
in a procession down Pennsylvania Avenue to the Capitol Rotunda,
where a ceremonial burial service was held. The body again laid in
state on the 20th and on the early morning of the 21st a prayer
service was held for the Lincoln cabinet.
One would expect there would be a large number of troops in and
around Washington at this time but what surprised me was the
number of troops that were in each city along the funeral train route
as you'll see in other photos below.

ABOVE LOC) TREASURY BUILDING: Seeing this photo of the
U.S. flag at the Washington Treasury Building got me to wondering
when the custom of flying the flag at half-staff...or half-mast actually
begin?
Well, as with many things in life, there seems to be agreement on
when the custom began but little agreement on whether it is halfstaff or half-mast.
In his book 'Signal', Captain Barrie Kent writes that in 1952,
Buckingham Palace asked the Board of Admiralty for information
on the origin of the custom of half-masting colours to signify a
death. The Archivist Peter Kemp replied:
The earliest record we have of the lowering of a flag to signify a
death was an occasion in 1612, when the Master of the 'Hearts
Ease', William Hall, was murdered by Eskimos while taking part in
an expedition in search of the North West Passage. On rejoining
her consort, the vessel's flag was flown trailing over the stern as a
mark of mourning. On her return to London, the 'Hearts Ease' again
flew her flag over the stern and it was recognised as an appropriate
gesture of mourning.
It was the habit, after the restoration of the Monarchy in 1660, for
ships of the Royal Navy to fly their flags at half-mast on the
anniversary of the execution of King Charles I on 30th January
1649, and it is from this custom that, so far as we can trace, the
present practice of announcing a death by the flying of a flag at
half-mast has evolved. The earlier practice at sea was to fly a black
flag or to set a black sail.

We know that the hoisting of black sails was a sign of mourning
from the very earliest times. The black sail was superseded by the
black flag, probably because it was a nuisance to have to carry
black sails for use only on rare occasions. It was probably the
position, rather than the colour, that caught the attention,
particularly at a distance.
For more discussion on this custom, click on the link below Half-staff or Half-mast?

Did you know that President Obama ordered all Federal flags to be lowered to

halfstaff on April 15 and that Governor Snyder order all U.S. flags at
Michigan government facilities to also be lower in memory of
President Abraham Lincoln?

ABOVE (LOC) THE NASHVILLE: Lincoln’s funeral train was dubbed “The Lincoln
Special.” (His portrait was fastened to the front of the engine above the cattle guard.)

Approximately 300 people accompanied Lincoln’s body on the 1,654-mile journey,
including his eldest son Robert. Also on the train was a coffin containing the body of
Lincoln’s son Willie, who had died in 1862 at the age of 11 of typhoid fever during
Lincoln’s second year in office. Willie’s body had been disinterred from a plot in
Washington, D.C. after Lincoln’s death so he could be buried alongside his father at the
family plot in Springfield.

NOTE: There were several different engines that carried the
President's body from Washington to Springfield. There were
several different images of Lincoln used on the front of the engines.
The following railroads were used to transport the body Washington to Baltimore: Baltimore and Ohio Railroad
Baltimore to Harrisburg, PA: Northern Central Railroad
Harrisburg to Philadelphia: Pennsylvania Railroad
Philadelphia to New York: The railroad ended at Jersey City,
New Jersey and a ferry transported the body. A separate ferry
transported the funeral car.
New York to Albany: Hudson River Railroad
Albany to East Albany: The railroad again ended and a ferry
transported the body across the Hudson River.
East Albany to Buffalo to Cleveland: New York Central
Cleveland to Columbus, OH: Cleveland, Columbus, and
Cincinnati Railroad
Columbus to Indianapolis: Columbus and Indianapolis Central
Railway
Indianapolis to Chicago: The Lafayette and Indianapolis Railroad
carried the body to Lafayette, IN. From there to Michigan City was
the Louisville, New Albany, and Chicago Railroad. The Michigan
Central took the body from Michigan City to Chicago.
Chicago to Springfield: The Chicago and Alton Railroad
There are several great websites with more information and
photos -

Abraham Lincoln's Classroom
The Lincoln Funeral Train
The Lincoln Funeral Train from History.com
Lincoln's Funeral Train from National Geographic

ABOVE (LOC):

1864.

This was a Matthew Brady photo taken in January

An interesting link to Lincoln and Photography

ABOVE (LOC) FUNERAL CAR: On April 15, 1865, Abraham Lincoln was scheduled to
see his personal, presidential passenger-train car for the first time. But on that day he
become one of the last casualties of a war that cost some 750,000 American lives.
“The United States” was to be Lincoln’s train car for presidential business — the
equivalent of Air Force One today. However, Lincoln put off usage of the ornate vehicle.
Given the exorbitant cost of the Civil War, he didn’t want to give taxpayers the impression
that he was wasting federal money.
As a result, he would never see the inside of the lavishly customized car.
This railroad car would again be in the news courtesy of the Lincoln Funeral Train, an
effort to recreate the Lincoln funeral train engine and funeral car.
One of the questions that arose was what color was the funeral car painted?
For the answer, CLICK HERE.

ABOVE (LOC) BALTIMORE: The city which was so hostile to Abraham Lincoln barely
four years earlier that he had to sneak through it on his way to his inaugural now
welcomed the president's remains with open arms. Schools and businesses were closed
as huge crowds swarmed the funeral route. A huge and impressive catafalque pulled by
four matched horses awaited the coffin. As in Washington, soldiers were everywhere at
attention. Gun salutes sounded throughout the city. When the train arrived, Lincoln's
coffin was removed from the Funeral Car and placed on the catafalque. A solemn
procession snaked through the city, ending at the Mercantile Exchange, where Lincoln's
remains would be on display for a short time. Hymns were sung, bands played dirges,
and prayers were offered.

For more on the Baltimore experience, CLICK HERE.

ABOVE (LOC) HARRISBURG: Horrible thunderstorms awaited the arrival of Abraham
Lincoln's Funeral Train in Harrisburg, PA on the night of April 21, 1865. Wicked lightning
and torrential downpours ruined plans for a solemn funeral procession for Lincoln's
remains, but people still packed the station for the train, scheduled to arrive at 8:00 p.m.
So many people waited that some later said they felt they would suffocate in the crowd.

For more on the Harrisburg experience, CLICK HERE.

ABOVE - PHILADELPHIA

1 (pastispresent.org): Lincoln funeral car
2. (LOC): Funeral procession on South Broad Street
2 (cowansauctions.com): Newspaper with casket description
Abraham Lincoln's Funeral Train entered Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania on April 22, 1865 about two hours ahead of
schedule. The journey from Harrisburg, the state capital, had
occurred without incident. As in the previous cities paying their
respects, cannon fire greeted the arrival of the train. Shops were
closed that Saturday afternoon as huge crowds lined the tracks.
Once the train pulled into Broad Street Station, things began to go
terribly wrong.
For more on the Philadelphia experience, CLICK HERE.

ABOVE - NEW YORK
1 (LOC): Inside City Hall
2 (CIVILWARTALK.COM): Only photograph taken of Lincoln's body postmortem
3 (AGRAVEINTEREST.COM): Digitally enhanced photo of Lincoln's body
Did you know … that only one photograph is known to exist of President Lincoln lying in
his open coffin? It was taken on Monday, April 24, 1865 in the rotunda of New York’s City
Hall while the president’s body was prepared for public viewing. New York photographer
Jeremiah Gurney, Jr. took several photographs of Lincoln while lying in state. The
following day, after hearing about the existence of these photographs, a furious Secretary
of War, Edwin Stanton ordered that all the plates, prints and engravings be destroyed.
This order was carried out with the photographer’s cooperation. One print did escape this
fate and was sent to Stanton himself. He kept it hidden in his papers for fear of rebuke by
Mary Lincoln. In 1887, Stanton’s son Lewis, discovered it and sent it to John Nicolay
believing that he, and John Hay, Lincoln’s former secretaries, would use it in their 10volume life of Lincoln. They did not. It remained out of the public eye until July 20, 1952
when a fourteen-year old boy named Ronald Rietveld, found it amongst John NicolayJohn Hay’s papers at the Illinois State Historical Library.

An interesting article about the photographer who took photo No.
2Jeremiah Gurney, Jr.
The young man who discovered the photo -

A Magnificent Find

ABOVE - NEW YORK

1, 2 & 3 (LOC): Parade in New York City
Abraham Lincoln was no stranger to the city of New York. It was
the scene of his dramatic "right makes might" speech at Cooper
Union on February 27, 1860, a speech which Lincoln himself later
said made him president. On his inaugural trip to Washington, D.C.
as president-elect, Lincoln spent two more days in New York on
February 19-20, 1861 as he addressed crowds about the
developing secession crisis. New York newspaper editors, such as
Horace Greeley ("Go West young man") exerted their powerful
influence on Lincoln during his presidency, especially when an
editorial demanding the end of slavery resulted in a personal letter
from the president. Now New York City would play host to the
president's remains on April 24 and 25, 1865 as it put on a display
of mourning rivaled only by that of Washington, D.C.
For more on the New York Experience, CLICK HERE.

ABOVE - ALBANY

1 (FLICKR): The hearse in front of City Hall
2 (albanyinstitute.org): Downtown street with buildings draped
The Funeral Train of Abraham Lincoln arrived in Albany, New York (that state's capital) at
around 11:00 p.m. on the night of April 25, 1865. It had traveled that day from New York
City, where a stunning procession which took almost four hours to complete had taken
place just nine hours earlier. Upon arrival in Albany (actually East Albany), the coffin was
transported across the Hudson to Albany proper where it was taken to the capitol.

For more on the Albany experience, CLICK HERE.

ABOVE - BUFFALO

1 (Getty Images): Funeral train at station
2 (LOC): Funeral procession downtown
The Lincoln Funeral Train slowly pulled out of the station at
Albany, New York late in the afternoon of April 26, 1865. It would
take the train fifteen hours to reach the next funeral city, Buffalo,
New York. Along the train route, as along all the others, mourners
lined the tracks, holding banners and signs, singing hymns, knelt in
prayer. Twenty-five thousand people waited in Utica in pouring
rain. In Syracuse, not reached until around midnight, at least thirtyfive thousand stood to pay their respects as the train passed
through. Former President Millard Fillmore (the 13th president)
boarded the train in Batavia at 5:00 a.m. on April 27 and rode the
rest of the way on the train to Buffalo.
For more on the Buffalo experience, CLICK HERE.

ABOVE - CLEVELAND
1 (abrahamlincolnblog): Crowd gathering in Public Square (Public Square still exists in
Cleveland and is the site of the impressive Cuyahoga County Soldiers' & Sailors'
Monument)
2 (ech.chase.edu): Viewing
3 (en.wikipedia.org): Soldiers gathered in Public Square

The Lincoln Funeral Train and its precious cargo left Buffalo at
approximately 10:00 p.m. on April 27, 1865 and arrived in
Cleveland, Ohio at 7:00 a.m. on Friday April 28., where the next
funeral for the late president was to be held. A thirty-six gun salute
(one for every state in the Union at that time, including
the "Confederate" states) fired as the train arrived. It had been just

one week since the train had departed Washington, D.C. Funerals
had since then been held in Baltimore, Harrisburg, Philadelphia,
New York, Albany, and Buffalo.
Cleveland would be the first city on the tour to hold the viewing
outside thereby allowing more people to pass the casket. It is
purported that 180 people passed every minute and in the fifteen
hours allotted Cleveland, 150,000 people viewed the President's
body.
For more on the Cleveland experience, CLICK HERE.

ABOVE - COLUMBUS

1 (photographymuseum.com): Lincoln funeral car or catafalque (a
decorated platform on which a coffin rests in state during a funeral
or procession)
2 (LOC): Funeral procession past the Ohio Statehouse
3 (touring-ohio.com): Crowd gathers outside statehouse to view
body

It was still raining in Ohio as The Lincoln Funeral Train made its
way from the shores of Lake Erie in Cleveland to the center of the
state in Columbus. Determined mourners still lined the tracks along
the way, bearing torch

